AR KA SE AT

e —~4

RERICHITDEEEICET SR - BRAIRE

An Empirical and Theoretical Study of Grammatical Changes in the History of English
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My research interest primarily concerns the interaction between morphological and
syntactic changes in the history of English. While verbal inflection in Present—day English
is almost restricted to —s expressing the 3rd person singular agreement and the past
tense —ed, verbs in Old English exhibited far richer inflection. What is interesting is that
the decline of inflectional morphology triggered drastic word order change, which has
resulted in the establishment of the SVO order in Present—day English. I believe that
such historical studies can contribute to the proper understanding of the English
language in particular and of the universal properties of the human language in general.
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