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LEARNING JAPANES

By SHANNON DAUGHTRY
shannon daught ry@thetact s.c0m

LAKE JACKSON — Lake
Jackson Intermediate School
Principal John O’Hare was eager
to have Japanese teachers visit
his campus Wednesday after-
noon, because not long ago he
was in a similar situation when
he visited a couple of schools in
China to learn about their edu-
cational system.

“I went to China one sum-
mer,” O'Hare said as he
ex business cards with
one of the teachers — a cultural

. Educators from island nation tour,

 teach at Brazosport ISD campuses
tradition he learned while Montiel, a bilingual teacher at
abroad. “But because it was in  Velasco Elementary and the
the summer, | didn't get to see gxgurg‘s guide for the day. I
class in session like they are a’le Jearning to be teach-
today. This will be a great expe-  ersat the intermediate and ele-
rience.” mentary level in Japan,”

Twelve Japanese teachers and  Montiel said.

student teachers visited cam- Most of those visiting
puses across port ISD, B port ISD were from
taking the time to tour the Kanagawa and Matsue.
schools, observe classrooms and  They began their day at

even teach a couple of lessons.
The group came to the’

United States with the Japan

A ce Exploration Agency,

Lanier Middle School, Montiel

said. After touring the campus,

they taught a lesson on using a
boat to one of the

or JAXA, that country’s equiva-
lent of NASA, said Javier

RYAN EVON/The Facts
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JUMPING IN TO HELP

It’s curtains
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for Stage 3

Water authority, Angleton
drop to lowest drought level

L= .. By SHANNON DAUGHTRY. -
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Lake Jackson Intermediate student
Matthew Collard gets help folding his
paper from Junko Katamura on
Wednesday during an origami lesson.

folding pattern to students, telling
them the symmetry thg were
practicing is similar to that in the

solar panels they construct at
JAXA.

RYAN EVON/The Facts

Lake Jackson Intermediate Principal John 0’Hare gives a tour of the school to
teachers and Instructors from Japan on Wednesday during their visit to schools in
the area. >

“Origami is reflected in the fold-
ing system,” she said as she folded
the blue piece of paper in half.

By the end of the lesson, each of
Raiff’s students had a Japanese
color-changing crane on their
desk, similar to those created by a
group of Japanese students that
were out at the beginning
of the lesson.

Each of Raiff’s students also
received letters from Japanese stu-
dents, all of which included
addresses in order for the students
to correspond with one another.

“Want to know the bonus prob-
lem for your chapter eight test?”
Raiff said. “Re-create this crane and
you'll get bonus points.”

Shannon Daughtry covers Brazosport
1SD for The Facts. Contact her at 979-
237-0152. 5
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Conservative core at
center of Senate debate

By CHRIS TOMLINSON

Associsted Press

AUSTIN — Lt. Gov.

| David Dewhurst’s leader-

ship in the Texas Senate
came under fire during a

| | debate Wednesday when

one of his Republican
opponents for U.S. Senate
accused him of compro-
mising too much rather
than standing firm on his
conservative principles.
While Dewhurst is the
perceived front- , for-
mer Texas Solicitor General
Ted Cruz was the only one
of his three cf:(')‘l;mrlvals to
4 ittack Hirnran
the deL:te in Austin. Cruz
touted his own support
among tea favorites
already in the U.S. Senate
while accusing Dewhurst
of being too moderate to
represent  Texas in
ashington.
“He’s a nice man, but his
record is consistently been

that of a conciliator, it has
consistently been that of a
moderate,” he said. “If you
think what we need right
now is a fighter, then I am
asking for your support.”
Dewhurst rejected the
characterization and insist-
ed that as a lawmaker he
has a proven track record
as a consistent conserva-
tive. As lieutenant gover-

nor, Dewhurst has
resided over the Texas
nate since 2003.

The candidates are com-
peting for the Republican
nomination to r‘? ace US.
Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison,
who is retiring.

The debate took place at
the annual conference of
the Texas Association of
Business, and the modera-
tor was Bill Hammond, the

’s president and CEO.
ormer Dallas Mayor Tom
Leppert and former ESPN
football analyst Craig
James also participated.
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Rain
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inch below normal.

“That’s not bad,”
AgriLife Extension Agent
Corrie Bowen said.

Near-normal levels of
rain continuing for the
next couple of months

beneficial to cattle
ranchers and hay farmers,
he added.

Although residential
ﬁ:fjdeners generally have

access to a steady su|
ply of water, Krancevic
and others particularly
{)hrlze when it comes from

e sky.

“When it comes to well
water, some of it has actu-
ally become brackish,” she
said, “and the problem
with city water is that
there’s chlorine and other

Stu n-it.

rainwater, it is amazing.

After an inch of rain,
plants say ‘Yes!," and after
an inch of city water, they
go, ‘We'll live."

She a with Bowen
that, although any rain in
the area is a good thing,
much more is needed
because subsurface mois-
ture remains low.

Even if rainfall were to
go back to its historical
average, that still wouldn’t
be a quick fix, Bowen said.

“If we can stay on
course with normal rain-
fall, we still need to man-
age our pastures and grass-
es as if the drought was
still ongoing,” he said.

From everything Ed
Barrios, with the Master
Naturalist program, said
he's heard, the prospects
of returning to normal
weather patterns aren’t
good.

“If the climatologists are
correct, long-range fore-
casts are for a long-term
drought,” he said.
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